




The Community’s Voice
More than 4,831 participatory touch points during 

Elevate Elmhurst Parks Process

Elevate Elmhurst Parks



Age and condition of 
indoor recreation facilities

High program waitlists 
and demand

Building spaces do 
not align with 

community needs

Funding needed to 
address high priority 

indoor space needs and 
meet program demand



Investment 
Priorities based 
on respondent’s 
needs and level 
of importance

Top priorities out of 34 options



Institutional exterior and 
interior needs updating 

and improvements

Space constraints
 prohibiting expansion Significant aging to 

original school structure



Deficient in program waiting 
area/viewing spaces

Crowded registration area 
and lobby



• A free three lane indoor jogging/walking track

• Gymnasium for sports such as pickleball, basketball, and volleyball

• Artificial turf for sports such as soccer, football, and baseball

• Larger space for gymnastics, early childhood, and dance

• Multi-purpose spaces for programming and community gathering



Wagner Community Center 
was built in the 1950s as an 
elementary school. 

Due to its age, renovation and 
expansion is not possible. 

A new facility will enhance safety and 
accessibility and offer more functional, 
up-to-date recreation spaces. 

It has a number of 
accessibility, safety and 
efficiency issues. 



• District is unable to provide 
every participant access to 
desired programs 

• New facility will help meet 
demand by reducing wait lists 
and offering new recreational 
amenities











Investment 
Priorities based 
on respondent’s 
needs and level 
of importance

Top priorities out of 34 options



A community bandshell in Wilder Park

Potential Layout (Dewberry)



Community bandshell 
location in Wilder Park



Heated restroom buildings in 4 parks
• Wilder Park
• Eldridge Park
• Crestview Park
• Along the Prairie Path



Conversion of a full-size natural 
grass field to artificial turf in 
Berens Park



Facility Design Development
Existing Wagner Closes in August

with Year-round Heated Restrooms

Year-round Heated Restroom Building

Demolition and Construction

New Wagner Opens 

Year-round Heated Restroom Building

Year-round Heated Restroom Building

at Existing Field in Berens Park



The last time the District went 
to referendum was more than 
50 years ago, making this a rare 
and significant opportunity to 
improve parks and recreation in 
Elmhurst!

Proposed Park Improvements from 1971





• Help protect property values in the 
community, similar to quality schools

• Enhance overall economic health and 
vitality of the community 

• Make Elmhurst an even more attractive 
place to live, work and play

Improved park district amenities…



Residents receive 
an excellent value 
for their investment 
as the District has 
one of the lowest 
property tax rates 
among DuPage 
County park 
districts.



Pie chart illustrates the distribution of 2022 Property Taxes among the Major Taxing Bodies in York Township 
Source: Elmhurst Park District 2024 Budget



New Wagner Community Center $84,950,000  

Wilder Park Community Bandshell with Year-round Heated Restrooms $2,500,000  

Crestview Park Year-round Heated Restroom Building $500,000  

Eldridge Park Year-round Heated Restroom Building $500,000  

Prairie Path Year-round Heated Restroom Building $500,000  

Artificial Turf at Existing Field in Berens Park $1,000,000  

Total g $89,950,000  

$400,000 Home Market Value

$500,000 Home Market Value

$600,000 Home Market Value

$800,000 Home Market Value

$1,000,000 Home Market Value

$0.1900

$253/year

$317/year

$380/year

$507/year

$633/year

Future project costs reflect projected inflation rate

Source: Mesirow Financial

Homeowner Tax impact calculator at epd.org/financials-and-tax-impact 











https://www.epd.org/referendum


Shall the Elmhurst Park District, DuPage and Cook Counties, 
Illinois, improve, equip and maintain parks and park facilities, 
including (a) replacing the Joanne B. Wagner Community 
Center by building and equipping a new community center 
with a walking/jogging track, courts for pickleball, basketball 
and volleyball, a multisport indoor artificial turf field, and 
space for gymnastics, dance, early childhood/preschool and 
other programming; (b) constructing a bandshell with year-
round heated restrooms at Wilder Park; (c) constructing 
year-round heated restrooms at Eldridge and Crestview 
Parks and on parkland along the Illinois Prairie Path; and (d) 
converting a grass athletic field to an artificial turf field at 
Berens Park, and issue its bonds to the amount of 
$89,950,000 for the purpose of paying the costs thereof?
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